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Yes, "something about children … livens up queer theory"
is an actual quote from an academic essay. Sorry,
“academic”. That’s the really great thing about queer
theory - you can "queer" anything up!

It’s from Michael Cobb’s 2005 essay ‘Childlike: Queer Theory and Its Children’ freely

available on the internet - you can get the PDF here. 

https://core.ac.uk/download/pdf/56679791.pdf

It’s grim. It really is. Here are some quotes, although there are dozen of others which

are highly questionable. It reads like a child abuser’s manifesto.

Of course Cobb pays lip service with a disclaimer that everything you are reading is

not as it seems. You’d have to be quite dense to be persuaded by that, but like Savile

and so many others, abusers often operate in plain sight.

Although the thrust of the essay is palpable nonsense, don’t think that Cobb’s essay

isn’t having impact on real students, far from it. It is inspiring some to use queer

theory as a vehicle to reappraising books written long before queer theory even

existed.
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Here will follow some examples of how a children’s book can be ‘queered up’ taken

from the mouthes of students, all being absolutely serious I promise you.

Evidence of colonialism (Max going to take over an island) with capitalism (a ‘private’

boat). 

‘with a private boat for Max’

Here we see Max challenging heteronormativity and the power of the parents. 

‘till Max said “BE STILL!”

and tamed with the magic trick’
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Here Max is demonstrating his latent queer sexuality. 

“And now,” cried Max, “let the wild rumpus start!”

Max doing Butleresque peformativity.

‘and made him king of all wild things.’
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• • •

The final line in Cobb’s essay is as about as blatant as it gets: 

"Queers become children and, then, animals. Very naughty indeed"

And there’s not much more I can say than that 🤬
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